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Overview 
The Next Einstein Forum (NEF), an African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) 
initiative in partnership with the Robert Bosch Stiftung, is a new global forum for 
science in Africa that will propel Africa onto the global scientific stage. NEF Global 
Gatherings (NEF GGs) will unite more than 500 outstanding thinkers and distinguished 
stakeholders from around the world together in Africa. 

The 2016 NEF GG will be held over a period of 3 days (8 to 10 March 2016) with 2 pre-
event days (6 to 7 March 2016). A program overview is provided as follows: 
Date Activities 
6-7 March 2016 Pre GG Events – Prior to the main event, pre-events will be held to take 

advantage of the convening power of the NEF.  These events will be 
organized in Dakar by the pre-event organizers. 

8 March 2016 
 

The first day will open with an opening ceremony to mark the start of 
the NEF followed immediately by the NEF Presidential Panel, with 
Heads of State and their representatives interacting with young 
scientists.  A ceremony will recognize the NEF Fellows and 
Ambassadors who represent the entire continent on stage and 
encapsulate the whole NEF vision. 
 

The afternoon session leads off with an exciting lineup of speakers with 
an emphasis on making Africa a leader in the global scientific 
community. The opening plenary session will set the stage for the NEF 
Global Gathering event by addressing the seven themes of the 
conference and the challenges and opportunities presented in each 
scientific area.   Three parallel sessions focusing on African women in 
STEM, the top scientific discoveries and initiatives in Africa (Part I), 
such as the Square Kilometer Array (SKA), and the science behind 
Africa’s technology boom.  

9 March 2016 
 

The second day opens with a plenary session on building a scientific 
pipeline in Africa through education. The morning parallel sessions will 
examine basic discovery and its developments in Africa, public health 
research and challenges and success stories in science funding in 
Africa.  
 

The afternoon sessions will consist of a plenary session on turning 
Africa into a continent of value addition and knowledge-based 
enterprises. The afternoon parallel sessions will include panels on data 
science, the top scientific discoveries and initiatives in Africa (Part II) 
and food security advancements and challenges. 

10 March 2016 
 

On the third day, the first morning plenary session will be a discussion 
of the water-energy-food nexus and climate change. The second 
morning plenary session will highlight a discussion of national science 
strategies using basic research. Following the plenary sessions will be 
the first edition of the NEF Challenge of Invention to Innovation (Ci2i), 
a pitch competition featuring science and tech-based entrepreneurs.  
 

The afternoon session will be a plenary session showcasing Nobel 
Laureates and their achievements and a dynamic interaction between 
the Nobel Laureates and NEF Fellows and young scientists. The NEF 
GG concludes with a closing ceremony. 
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Program 

Pre-NEF GG Events 
6 & 7 March 2016 
RadissonBlu, Novotel 
 
Topic  
Building scientific collaboration 
between German and African 
mathematicians in mathematics 
underpinned by excellence 

DFG-AIMS Initiative, German Research 
Foundation and AIMS 

Generating a shared platform to work 
together on promoting women in 
STEM in Africa 

African Women in Science Taskforce, 
AIMS 

Modelling of Infectious Diseases with 
a focus on Ebola 

US National Science Foundation, 
Rutgers University, University Cheikh 
Anta Diop and partners 

A US-Africa Science and Research 
vision on the Food-Energy-Water 
(FEW) Nexus 
 
 

US National Science Foundation, Duke 
University,  University Cheikh Anta Diop 
and partners 
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08:30 

08:00-09:45 
09:50 
10:10 - 11:30 

Cultural presentation 
Thierry Zomahoun  

Joachim Rogall 

Flavia Schlegel 
 

Ban Ki Moon (written remarks) 
 

NEF Viral Video 
HE President Paul Kagame 

 
HE President Macky Sall  

11:30 – 12:30 

 

 
Moderator - Didier Acouetey 

 
HE President Macky Sall 
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HE President Paul Kagame 

 
HE Minister Abiy Ahmed, representing the Head of State 

 
HE Minister Lahcen Daoudi, representing the Head of State 

 
HE Minister Jacques Fame Ndongo, representing the Head of 
State 

 
HE Minister Ogbonnaya Onu, representing the Head of State 

 
12:30-12:45 

12:45 - 13:05  
13:05 - 13:15  
12:45 - 14:15  
13:15 - 14:15 

14:15 - 14:35 

 
Tolu Oni 

 
Joseph Ben Geloun 

 
Assane Gueye 

 
14:35 - 14:50 NEF Global Gathering Lecture - Neil Turok 

14:50 - 15:45 

Moderator - Howard Alper 

Mariéme Jamme 
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HE Minister Mary Teuw Niane 

Tolu Oni 

HE Minister Naledi Pandor 

Paul Stoffels 

15:45 - 16:05  
16:05 - 17:00 

 

 

 

Opening Remarks – HE Minister Naledi Pandor 

Moderator – Mpule Kwelagobe 

France Córdova   
 

Aminata Sall Diallo 
 

Nashwa Eassa 
 

Seema Kumar 

 
Kwadwo A. Sarpong 

16:05 - 17:00 
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 

 

Moderator – Peter Tindemans 

Samuel Achilefu  

 
Bernie Fanaroff 

Julie Makani 

 
Mohlopheni Jackson Marakalala 

16:05 - 17:00 

 

 

 
Moderator – Nick Perkins 

 
Chair – Bernard Slippers 

Assane Gueye 
 

Axel Ngonga 

David Sengeh 

Kommy Weldemariam 

17:00 - 18:30 

17:15  
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19:30-21:30 
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08:30 
 

09:25  
09:30 – 09:50 NEF Fellows Spotlight Session 2 

 
Komminist Weldemariam 

 
Ghada Bassioni 

09:50 – 11:00 

 

 

 

 
Opening Remarks – Sir Leszek Borysiewicz 

 
Moderator - Phillip Clay 

 
Oley Dibba-Wadda 

 
Jean Lebel 

 
Youngah Park (video message) 
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Reeta Roy 
 

Thierry Zomahoun  
 

Closing Remarks - Abdellatif Miraoui 
 

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee Break 
11:30 - 12:30 

 

 

 

Moderator - Vaughan Turekian 

Berhanu Abegaz 
 

Sajitha Bashir 
 

Evelyn Gitau 

Simon Kay 
 

Salif Diop 
 

Ahmadou Lamine Ndiaye 

11:30 - 12:30 

 

  
Moderator – Julian Siddle 

Chair - Francisca Nneka Okeke 
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Joseph Ben Geloun 

 
Hallowed Olaoluwa 

Adams Tidjani 

11:30 - 12:30

 

 

  
Moderator – Alan Kasujja 

Chair – Souleymane Mboup 
 

Wilfred Ndifon 
 

Alpha Amadou Sall 
 

Alta Schutte 

Zhu Fang 
 

Paul Stoffels 
 

Closing Remarks – Alan Leshner 

12:30 - 13:45 
13:45 – 15:45 

13:45 – 14:00 

Axel Ngonga 
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Sherien Elagroudy 

 
Wilfred Ndifon 

 
14:00 - 15:00 

 

 

Moderator – Alan Kasujja 

Solomon Assefa 
 

Ebi Atawodi 
 

Aminata Sall Diallo 
 

Ignace Gatare 

 
Maarten van Herpen 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee 
15:30 – 16:30 

 
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 

Moderator – Nick Perkins 
 

Chair - Yabebal Tadesse Fantaye 

Naser Faruqui 

Abba Gumel 

Assane Gueye 

Mariéme Jamme 
 

15:30 – 16:30 

 

 

 

Opening Remarks – John Silvanus Wilson Jr. 

Moderator – Serge Michel 
 

Ikechukwu Achebe 
 

Rose Gana Fomban Leke  

 
Iruka Okeke 

Ahmadou Wague 
 

15:30 – 16:30 
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 

 

 

Moderator - Joachim von Braun 

Ousmane Badiane 
 

Noble Banadda 
 

Marceline Egnin 

 
Voster Muchenje 

HE Minister Abdoulaye Seck 

16:45  
18:00-19:30 

19:30+ 
(Dakar) 
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08:30 

09:30 – 
09:50 

Noble Banadda 

Alta Schutte 
 

09:50 – 
10:50 

 

 

Opening Remarks – Adesina Akinwumi 
 

Moderator - Mamadou Diallo 

Rocio A Diaz-Chavez 
 

Sherien Elagroudy 
 

Rush D. Holt 
 

Amilcare Porporato 
 

10:50 - 11:20 
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11:20-11:40 

Hallowed Olaoluwa 

Moustapha Fall 
 

Amanda Weltman 

11:40 - 12:45 

 

 

Moderator – HE Minister Mary Teuw Niane 

Jean-Pierre Bourguignon 

France Córdova   

HE Minister Papias Musafiri 
 

Molapo Qhobela 
 

Peter Strohschneider    

11:20 - 12:45 

Moderator – Seema Kumar 

12:45 – 14:00 Lunch 
14:00-14:25 
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14:25-14:35  
14:35-14:50 

Mohlopheni Jackson Marakalala 

Evelyn Gitau 

14:50-16:00 

Opening Remarks - Yuko Harayama 

Moderator – Sir Philip Campbell 

Jerome Friedman (Video Message) 
 

Cedric Villani 
 

16:00-16:10 
International Mathematical Union 

ADEA 

16:10 – 17:00 

Ten key recommendations from the NEF Global Gathering - 
Thierry Zomahoun 

Remarks – Ingrid Wuenning Tschol 
 

Remarks – Seema Kumar 
 

Major Announcements - HE Martial De Paul Ikounga 

Handover to Rwanda 
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Closing Remarks - HE President Macky Sall 

17:15  
17:15 

 


